Il RELIGION-AND-SOCIAL-SERVICE

A CALL TO RESCUE ARMENIA

VER TWO MILLION wretched vietims of war are
O reported actually destitute and in need of daily food
in western Asia.  Of this number four hundred thousand
are orphans., This is the body of people that the American

Staggering as is this burden, in view of other demands due
to the war, it is deelared that only America can meet it. From
cable dispatches received by the committee and. from a fow
workers returning from these fields we get such bits of informa-

tion as these, the first coming from Con-

stantinople:

WHITHER DOES THE WAY LEAD?

the trackless desert.

One of the thousand bands of deported Amnenians sent-out on an-aindess journey through

“Estimate number of deported destitute
Armenians, Syrians, and Greeks, now in Asia
Minor, Syria, and Palestine, at one and
one-half millions, Demands for help are
inexorable. Bread-winners generally have
perished through massacre, deportation, or
inarmy. Practically all now destitute wera
self-supporting before war.

“Property taken from these people by
military or destroyed in deportations totals
millions of dollars. The number of destitute
is increased by the deportation of Greeks
from the sea-coast. Refugees from regions
oceupied by military are inereasing the
poverty. Business paralyzed. Animals re-
quisitioned. Schools and ehurehes generally
closed. Buildings used by military. Prices
of food and other necessaries of life in-
ereased several hundredfold, going higher.
Needs greater, beeause needy people are
‘more numerous than last year. i

*Extermination or material diminution
of Christian races greatly deplored, as the
hope of futuré upbuilding lies with this pro-
gressive element, which is most useful for
regenerating the empire.  American and
Swiss missionaries remain on the fleld for
continuing the work for destitute as in the
past. They are now imploring that we ¢on-
tinue usual appropriations.” ‘

Committee for Armenian and Syrian Relief is undertaking to
succor by raising a fund the amount of which, measured by the
need, mounts into many millions, The help is to go mainly
to the Armenian nation, already depleted by massaere, famine,
and deportation, and now washed up on alien shores after surg-
ing through desert lands where only inhospitality and death
met them on every hand.  In another part of this issue is the
story of an Armenian lad, the only male survivor of the people
of his native plice; his narrative conld be l_n'atvl_u'ti'l)_\‘ those of
hundreds: of ‘others from Asia Minor, Syria, Persia, and the
Caucasus. Up to September of this year, the Committee for
Armenian and Syrian Relief has disbursed $4.255,420.60.  This
amount is declared to be about $4,000 in exeess of its received
gilts, the sum aceruing as interest on daily book balance held
against drafts sent abroad. None of the funds received have
been used for expenses, as the eost of maintaining the work of
the committee has been met from a private voluntary source.
In various organs of the religious press where the work of this
committee 1s reported, we gather, concerning the situation to
be met in the future, that—

“The cost of sustaining life varies in different areas from
three dollars to sixteen dollars, averaging throughout the entire
field not less than five dollars per person per month. Many of
these people are now living on the charity of their Moslem
neighbors, whose scanty food-supplies are nearly exhausted. The
committee is convineed that to prevent wide-spread death by star-
vation during the coming six months of winter, at least £30,000,000
is needed, In addition to this, for repatriation and rehabilita-
tipn, an additional $15,000,000 should be planned for, of which
£3,500,000 are needed at onee in the Caucasus and Persia.”

L From F. Willoughby Smith, United
States Consul at Tiflis, in the Russian Caueasus, comes this

eahle message:

“Estimates place the number of Armenian and Syrian refugees

SIGNS OF THEIR PASSING.

The deserts of Asia Minor are strewn with heaps of bones eleaned by
the wild beasts along the routes of the hopeless Armenian caravans,
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~ made to send out machines, looms, and en-

o t value in establishing industry

; The fate of the Armenians in many see-

~aetivity in our eity or

The Literary Digest for September 29, 1917
~ in Caucasus at 250,000, Eastern Turkey, 100,000. Total slowly

increasing by newecomers. Two hundred and fifty thousand of
these without employment. Large proportion women and
children, Minimum estimate necessary for individual, three

~ dollars per month. In order to meet needs of situation, mini-

mum estimate, $500,000 per month. Conditions reported in
previous telegrams now more acute. Strongly urge need of
support for fatherless children in their homes, 5,000 now on our
lists, about 15,000 others require immediate help, widows as
well as children; thus aided, families are intact; no funds avail-
able at present for this department. Weaving of clothing
material for refugees now going on in Alexandropol, Erivan, and

. Etchmiadzin. Starting orphanage for 300 boys in Erivan, boys

over ten being selected, good intelligence and sound physique
with reference to quick training of leaders in industry, agrieul-
ture, and education. Will open girls' orphanage if women
supervisors sent out. Other industrial work to be opened in
- Gamarloo, Novoobayazid, Ashdarag, and other centers. Medi-

cal relief department in Erivan now caring )
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THE DRINK PROBLEM IN THE WAR

F BOYS NOW DRAFTED INTO THE ARMY never
come back from the field parents will not complain, for they
have been willingly dedicated to a sacred cause. ‘‘They

will complain,” says Mr. Nolan R. Best, editor of The Continent
(Chicago), “if the boys come back drunkards—drunkards
taught to drink by the officers named to lead them.” They
will complain ““with a mighty wrath,” he further declares, ‘‘if
those officers for excuse spread the scandal that the straight,
clean young men of America did not have the grit to risk their
lives for.their nation’s flag until they were half-crazy with
doped drink.” The basis for these apprehensions is to be found
in the experience of Canada’s troops who ‘‘sailed from our side
of the Atlantic to the defense of the British Empire as strenu-

= .ously protected from the drink demon as

for many old and sick and new-born babies.
Need great in other centers. Repatriation
~ postponed on account of local conditions,
Send new workers at once as follows: One
~ doctor and nurses; two ladies for orphan-
age; Harry White for agriculture; one man
~ well trained for leader of technical indus-
trial work; three or four general workers.
We urge that not less than the following
sums be sent immediately for the depart-
‘ments indicated. Repatriation, $1,000,000;
fatherless children in homes, $500,000; in-
dustrial relief, $500,000; animals, $150,000;
orphanages, $100,000; medical relief, $100,-
000; seed, $100,000; tools and implements,

; individual, $550,000; total, $3,-
100,000. If possible arrangements should be

gines, for weaving wool would greatly help
to meet needs of coming winter and be of

ial to the refugees and this country.”

tions may be imagined from the following
account of those in one section rendered by
Dr. George E. White, president of Anatolia
College in Marsivan, Turkey:

urks determined to eliminate the Ar-

AN ARMENIAN REFUGEE,

Whose extraordinary and heartrend-
lu‘ubwm-w-rlnogrw
acute until the spring of 1915, when of * Personal Glimpses " next week.

~ our own regiments can possibly be.” The
British commanders who took them in
charge, so it is alleged, ‘‘introduced the
Canadian lads, many of whom had never
tasted liquor, to all the temptations of the
regulation canteen.” The results are said
to be depicted in a book by Arthur Mee
called ““The Fiddlers,” as ‘“a sad stream of
ruined youth flowing back to Canada with
sodden habits of drunkenness fastened on
lives that went away clean and upright.” In
most cases, it is added, *‘ these abased young
men bring home an even more horrid curse
in disease likely to blast generation after
generation to come.” The writer continues:
“What the people of the United States
want to know in the shadow of these por-

military authorities have to say about these
i ‘When the American commanders
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ian Rl:-ﬁo:n‘ge‘mﬁufg Arme- P A0
nians on the gro searching for deserting soldiers, eoncealed
bombs or weapons, seditious literature or revolutionists. The
irkish officers arrested about 1,200 Armenian men and accom-
nied their investigations with horrible brutalities. Several were
sent to Malatia and executed, altho there was no revolutionary
prisoned in the city jail or the Barracks Building and then were

sent.out in lots of 100 to 200 in the night ‘deportations’ to be
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rere swept away. Where

No hono destination was i‘z:go'd‘orintendod.
y iimply because they were nians and Chri 2
From Syria the news is no more encouraging. Missionaries
arriving in New York from Beirut confirm all previous reports.
Deaths in one section of Syria from starvation and resultant
diseases reached the rate of one thousand per day. There are
at least fifty thousand orphans in Lebanon alone. -
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The worst reports of drink administered
to soldiers come from an officer who defended the custom not
only of “rum ration,” but ‘“dope ration,” before an attack. He
is reported as saying: “Why, mian, if you were sober you would
no more jump out of one of those trenches and rush across No
Man's Land than you would right now dip your héad into a pot
of molten steel.” Over against this is the testimony of Capt.
mvmm@m.m.mmdmm-
terian Church, in Tenafly, N. J., who enlisted and fought under
the British flag. He writes:

“Of course I can not answer for the whole British Army, for 1

nection with liquor.

“At all the camps in Great Britain there is the
for getting liquor as in the rest of the country.
drink at their own canteen if they please or they
drink outside. The eanteens are well policed and drunkenness
seldom occurs there. But drunkenness does oceur in the Army,
just as it does among civilians in a place that is not dry, and I am






